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Dear Parents,

Please find below the policy regarding absencedfect as from March 2017.

Junior School absences and “Learning Loss”

The British Schools school day asdhool year is a careful blend of the necessarg ey
hours needed to cover an ambitious range of acadentracurricular and social aspirations,
the legal requirements of the state and of the gs#tgefor family time —and specifically, fc
holiday time.

In the Junior School we have withessed a growiegdrtowards families taking holidays in te
time —often justified in terms of family reunions, or ierms of lower flight costs. Moreov
and more worryingly, there has been an increasthe number of families who simply te
children out of school during term time withoutanining the school. Leaving the school rel
on the words of others, as to where particulardcér might be during this period.

It goes without saying that hdays taken during term time disrupt the learngngcess. In tr
past, it was often said that the children would¢baup” with missed work eften depending ¢
the class teacher to supply details and exercedated to the contents covered during fierioc
of absence. With the advent of the PYP and “ingbased learning” however, this has bec
almost impossible. The collaborative experiencéeafning concepts, ways of thinking anc
presenting arguments is not amenable to “catchiegceses”: presence is a necessity.

With these factors in mind, the school is introshgcan attendance requirement in the Ju
School (it already exists in the Senior Schoolyoni the beginning of 2017 the Junior Sct
will demand, as a minimum, that &ild is present on 85% of the days when the scioot
session.

A student not fulfilling the minimum requirementlivnot be considered for any prize or ot
recommendation at the end of the year. Moreove, student does not fulfill this minimt
attendance requirement, then his or her promotiothatend of the school year will be pu
serious doubt.

As ever, the end of this new initiative is to maienthe learning opportunities available tc
students; to ensure orderly academic developmathout the learning “holes” which are 1



inevitable result of absences from school.

In Summary:
* Please try to avoid holidays during School terms.

e If your child has to be absent — please make a pdimforming the school, in
writing, prior to the absence.

* An attendance record of less than 85% will put olwabt the child’s promotion to
the next year level in the following year.

If you have any doubts, please contact the School,

Regards,

Alan Ripley Trudy Chappell
Principal Head of Junior

Estimados Padres,

A continuacién encontraran la ftida vigente a partir de marzo de 2017.referiddas
inasistencias

Inasistencias y “pérdida de aprendizaje” en JuniorSchool

El afo lectivo y los dias de clase dictados en Biigsh Sctools es una combinacién de
horas y dias necesarios para cubrir una gran \amriede actividades académic
extracurriculares y sociales; asi como también matarir los requisitos Nacionales, y
necesidades de la familia —especificamente, teaienctuenta el periodo de vacaciones.

En Junior, hemos notado que ha crecido la tendemclia cual las familias se toman vacacit
durante periodos de clas@-menudo justificado por razones familiares o pomenor precio ¢
los pasajes. Mas aun, yramas preocupante, es que ha aumentado el numéamdias que <
van de viaje durante el afo lectivo sin informa€Calegio. En este caso, el Colegio se enter
donde podrian estar los alumnos ya sea a travésalpersona, 0 por rumores.



No esnecesario aclarar que el hecho de vacacionar @uelnperiodo lectivo interrumpe
proceso de aprendizaje. En el pasado, se decitbgj@umnos se ponian al dia con el tra
atrasado — dependiendo de que el docente le dialed y ejercicios rationados al conteni
cubierto en su ausencia. Luego de que fuera implede el PYP y el aprendizaje basado ¢
indagacién, esto es ahora casi imposible. La esipeia colaborativa del concepto
aprendizaje, la forma de razonar y de presentarnagtos no condice con la posibilidad
“ponerse al dia”: el PYP exige estar presente.

Con esto en mente, Junior estara implementandequisito de presencia (el que ya exist
Senior). A principios de 2017, Junior exigira ei@lumno esté presentemo minimo el 85¢
de los dias de clase dictados.

Aquel alumno que no alcance el minimo de asistaegaerido, no sera considerado para re
ningun tipo de premio ni sera pasible de recibio dipo de recomendacion a fin de ¢
Asimismo, si el alumno no alcanza el minimo detesisa requerido, su promocifara el af
siguiente quedara sujeta a consideracion.

Como siempre, el objetivo de esta nueva iniciadés@ptimizar las oportunidades de aprend
para todos los alumnos; asegurando unalueibn académica organizada sin “huecos’
aprendizaje que son el resultado inevitable dadasncias.

En resumen:
» Evitar tomarse vacaciones durante el periodo lectiv

» Si su hijo/a debe estar ausente — sirvase infoameolegio, por escrito, antes del
periodo de ausencia.

* Una asistencia menor al 85% de las clases dictd@asara en que la promocipn
del alumno para el préximo afio quede sujeta a derestion.

Si tuvieran alguna duda, sirvanse comunicarse lcGolagio.

Atentamente,

Alan Ripley Trudy Chappell
Director General Directora de Junior
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